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Becky Johnson,  
Adventure Program Coordinator 

Brian Obrecht, 
Global Gateway Coordinator 

Natalie Hassan, 

Receptionist, Day & Residential 
Camp registrar, Nature News editor 

Kathy Frantz 

Offsite Program Coordinator, Mice & Rat 
Pack, and Wildlife Handler 



�������
�	��������
�	��������
�	��������
�	�  

One Year 
  Diana Burnett 
  Steve Campeau 
  Vicki Edgington 
  Karen Haigh 
  Carolyn Hettenhouse 
  Denise Pollicella 
  Hanna Rost 
   
Two Years 
  Diane Coles 
  Nate Dough 
   Ed Hagy 
   Drew Hannibal 
  George Jenkins 
  Jeanette Jenkins 
  Rob Kidder 
  Pam MacDonald 
  John McAllister 
  Diane Olsen 
  Pat Steinhelper 
 
Five Years 
  Ray Kramer 
  Nancy Anderson 
 
Ten Years 
  Patricia Andring 
 

*��	�	��+�*��	�	��+�*��	�	��+�*��	�	��+�  

 Infirmary 
  Kirsten Charleville 
  Susan DeNeau 
  Jim Farmer 
  Lianna Greene 
  Nate Hinkle 
  Kristin Karas 
  Summer Kennedy 
  Michelle Roberts 
  Helen Singer 
 
Cage Adoption 
   Ruth, Gary & Collin Grimes 
   Bill Kline 
   Rob & Robbie Wadeson 
   Austin Whitbeak 

 ,	�-�����,	�-�����,	�-�����,	�-������ ���
  Denise Rowe 

.���	��/��.���	��/��.���	��/��.���	��/�� d������������� ���
  Cindy & Alex Caron   
  Terry Cramer 
   Lori Mason 
  Ayaka Nakamura 
  Carol Paprocki 
  George Strausheim 
  Sandy Strausheim 

%����%����%����%���� ���� �������

4�����������!!
���������  

�����������	�

Did You Know?  
Volunteers receive a discount in the Nature Cents gift shop or Special Events tickets.  

To qualify for the discount you must be a current volunteer who has a regular position for 
two or more months or have worked one year as a special events volunteer. 

Discounts for staff (paid and volunteer) are: 

Gift Shop - 20% 

Special Events (except Eco Fun Challenge & Wild Wonderful Night) - approximately 20 % 

Flower Sales and Christmas Tree sales – approximately 15% 

Day Camp and Residential Camp – approximately 10%  

The above are approximate %. The actual % is round to an easier amount for accounting. 

&����	�������#�
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Saving Resources -  

energy, trees and money. 
The Nature Center is trying something new in how the “Nature News” newsletter is distributed. 
Starting with the next newsletter issue it will be online! Please call Natalie at 517-546-0249 if you 
are not hooked into cyberspace and a copy will be mailed to you.    

We will be emailing the Volunteer  Newsletter in a PDF format starting with this issue. If I do not 
have your email  address or if you do not have access to email the Volunteer Newsletter will be in 
your mailboxs in the Infirmary, WW Feed Shed and in office mailboxes. They will stay there for two 
weeks.  After that they will be placed in the US mail.    

Pictures can say a thou-
sand words!  

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped with Owl Nights & Breakfast with the Easter 
Bunny! 

We had over 100 guests who enjoyed Owl Nights in February.  We had beautiful evenings and 
everyone enjoyed the owl presentations put on by Kathy Frantz and Nancy Sloan.  Volunteers 
helped with the walk calling in owls, registration, crafts, parking, etc.  A big thank you to Max 
Biwer, Kristen Karas, Greg Massol, Barb Yek, Bill & Karen Pierce, Diane Coles, Karen Haigh, 
Vickie Edgington, Laurel Sloan, Connie Pearsall, and John Bennett. 

The six inches of snow did not deter approximately 400 guests from coming to Breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny on March 22.  Everyone enjoyed the wonderful pancakes prepared by Linda, hunt-
ing for Easter Eggs, visiting with the Bunny, and also seeing our birds of prey and mammals in 
Woodland Lodge.  Thank you to Dave Zimmerman, Vickie Edgington, Connie Pearsall, Jeff 
Carl, Brenda and John Sutton, and the South Lyon Honor Society students who helped with stuff-
ing the eggs and bags for the event two weeks before.  We had a great time and enjoyed pizza 
donated by B-Line Bar.  Also, thank you to Connie Pearsall, Karen Haigh, and the South Lyon 
Honor Society students who helped with the Breakfasts.  A very special thank you to Diane 
Coles, who hopped in to be our bunny for the day.  She was very animated and the children just 
loved her.  We won’t let this bunny get away! 

As you can see, our volunteers are so crucial to the success of our events.  An extra special thank 
you to those who volunteered their time at both events!  Again, thank you everyone for helping 
make these events a success!    Chris Bennett, Special Events Coordinator 
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Skip Moody & Bruce Monagne 

Photographers & wildlife handlers, 
Beth Paplawsky (center). 

Jan Adamski and Barred Owl 

Kathy Frantz and Snowy Owl 



Nature News  

Editors: Diane Solecki  

and Natalie Hassan 

Website 

www.howellnaturecenter.org 

Webmaster: Laura Western 

517/552-3363 

LauraW@howellnaturecenter.org 

Volunteer News 

Faith Kerr and Elizabeth Bonner 

517/552-3363 

FaithK@howellnaturecenter.org 

Or zazzza@sbcglobal.net 
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Meijer’s Community Rewards 
Program— to sign up visit 
www.meijer.com/rewards and 
use code 588441 or contact  

Marketing Department 

517/552-3363 

Empties4Cash— Inkjet cartridge 
recycling. For more information 
contact Doris Korte, Main Office  
517/546-0249 

dorisk@howellnaturecenter.org 

Got An Idea— Please contact 
Dick Grant,   517/546-0533 

rgrant@howellnaturecenter.org 

VG’s Food Center Community 
Share Points.  VG’s receipts can 
be donated to the Nature Center 
by mailing or dropping off  either 
in the Main Office or the Infir-
mary Office. For additional infor-
mation contact Nancy Sloan at 
517/548-5530 

www.vgsfood.com/commShare 

Please note: we need the whole 
receipt not just the bottom with 
the share points.  Please use a 
black marker to line-out the credit 
card/bank card number. 
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Todd’s “Give Back to the Com-
munity Program.” Todd’s will 
donate 3% (up to $600) of your 
job total to HCNC. 

www. ToddsServices.com 

Contributions of articles and/or photographs are always welcome. 

Please consider sharing your knowledge and experiences (even your ups and 
downs of being a volunteer) are of interest. Harley told us that sometimes the 

smallest  happening  provides the greatest reward. Please share! 

Neither Rain, Sleet, Snow nor Very Cold Weather  

Will Keep Her Away! 
 

This past winter Jan Adamski filled just about five days a week to feed 
and clean Wild Wonders Wildlife Park mammals, birds, and owls.  
The winter weather had taken a toll on several of the WW volunteers.  
Thank goodness they were not all sick or on vacation at the same time.  
But Jan, who loves winter weather, came to the wildlife department’s rescue. 
 

Jan’s introduction to the Nature Center was in 1990 when she and Bob (husband and   
Volunteer Picnic Grill Master) attended an open house. She loves animals and felt that the 
staff was very friendly. Bob and Jan left with a positive impression. That’s when Jan   
decided “when I retire this is where I would like to volunteer.” 

So in 2000 Jan retired from the corporate world of Ford Motor and became a Nature   
Center volunteer. Jan wanted to be as far away for corporate life as possible. Her Old 
Compound trainer was Diane Solecki. To quote Jan “once you get past the dead mice and 
rats it is a cake walk.” 

People volunteer for many different reasons. Jan believes in giving back to the commu-
nity. Her way is to nurture wildlife.  When the stresses of the daily life become too much, 
many people, Jan included, appreciate the ability to be able to go outside and clear their 
heads. 

She supports the Nature Center in many ways. Not only does Jan work in Wild Wonders, 
she fostered approximately 150 squirrels and cottontails, picks up food edible arrange-
ment, and bags mice & rats. Jan also assists with special events - Scramble for Wildlife, 
Wild Wonderful Night and the Wildlife Photo Workshops, 

Athletic Jan loves golf, skiing, bowling, scuba diving and other water sports.  During the 
summer it seems to me that if Jan is not here than she is on a golf course. Just ask her how 
Tiger is doing or the Redwings! 

To quote Jan, “everyone who is a part of this organization should be proud of their       
contribution.” And she is extending an open invitation to join The Mice and Rat Pack! 

TexMex Mix 

12 cups popped microwave popcorn, butter flavor 
4 cups slightly crushed tortilla chips 
2 ea.  2.8-ounce cans French-fried onions 
¼ cup butter 
1ea 1-1/4 ounce package dry taco seasoning mix 
 

1. Preheat oven to 350° F. 
2. Combine popcorn with tortilla chips and onions in a large bowl. 
3. Melt butter with half of the taco seasoning mix in a medium saucepan over low heat. 
Pour over the popcorn mixture, tossing gently to coat. 
4. Spread on a large baking sheet. Bake for 3-5 minutes. Pour into a large serving bowl. 
Sprinkle remaining taco seasoning mix over the popcorn, tossing to coat evenly. Serve im-
mediately or store in an airtight container. 
Makes 16 Cups. 

From the Costco cookbook – ConAgra Foods Recipe 
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Howell Conference & Nature Center 
Volunteer Office 

1005 Triangle Lake Road 
Howell, MI  48843 

 April Activities    May Activities 

9 & 10 Wildlife Fostering Classes   10 Flower Sales 

20  Volunteer Recognition Week starts   10 ECO Fun Challenge 

30  Mice & Rats Bagging  @ 6:00 –6:30 pm—Wed   21 Mice & Rats Bagging  @ 6:00 —Wed.. 

27-30 National Volunteer Week    1-3 National Volunteer Week  

      

      

    

 June Activities  

10 Mice & Rats Bagging  @ 6:00 -Tues.   2 Mice & Rats Bagging  @ 6:00 —Wed.. 

 16   Summer Night - Beekeeping   14 

       19  Scramble for Wildlife 

        

     

   More than 25 Years of Helping  Michigan Wildlife 

 July Activities 

Summer Night - Adventure Night 


